
Assessing NRCS Programs Assessing NRCS Programs 

Mike Kucera, Nebraska NRCSMike Kucera, Nebraska NRCS



Assessing NRCS Impacts Assessing NRCS Impacts 
of NRCS Programsof NRCS Programs

EQIPEQIP
–– Ranking System based on costs and Ranking System based on costs and 

diversity of resource benefits.diversity of resource benefits.
–– Grassland health, Soil Quality, wetland Grassland health, Soil Quality, wetland 

resources, Water quality, water quantity, resources, Water quality, water quantity, 
wildlife habitat, air quality & energy wildlife habitat, air quality & energy 
conservationconservation

–– Provide financial assistance to producersProvide financial assistance to producers
–– WRP, WHIP, CSP and CRPWRP, WHIP, CSP and CRP



EQIP Special InitiativesEQIP Special Initiatives
Ground & Surface Water ConservationGround & Surface Water Conservation
Animal Feeding Operations (AFO) InitiativeAnimal Feeding Operations (AFO) Initiative
Water Quantity InitiativesWater Quantity Initiatives
Water savings on irrigated land with Water savings on irrigated land with 
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources Nebraska Department of Natural Resources 
identified emphasis goals. Pumpkin Creek, identified emphasis goals. Pumpkin Creek, 
Elm Creek, and Lodge Pole Creek. Elm Creek, and Lodge Pole Creek. Water Water 
Quality Initiative (NDEQ Impaired Quality Initiative (NDEQ Impaired 
Watersheds)Watersheds)
Nebraska Natural Legacy Project Special Nebraska Natural Legacy Project Special 
InitiativeInitiative





Quality Criteria for Quality Criteria for 
SWAPA ResourcesSWAPA Resources

SOILSOIL
WATER (quantity and quality)WATER (quantity and quality)
AIR (quality)AIR (quality)
PLANTS PLANTS 
ANIMALSANIMALS
Used to assess on farm benefits or Used to assess on farm benefits or 
limiting nonlimiting non--point pollutionpoint pollution





Quality Criteria used to determineQuality Criteria used to determine
existing and planned level of resource existing and planned level of resource 
protectionprotection

Sheet and Rill ErosionSheet and Rill Erosion
–– Measurement Tool = RUSLE2Measurement Tool = RUSLE2
–– Target = Soil  Loss Tolerance “T”Target = Soil  Loss Tolerance “T”
–– Measurement Units = Tons/Ac/YrMeasurement Units = Tons/Ac/Yr

Surface Water Quality NutrientsSurface Water Quality Nutrients
–– Measurement Tool = PMeasurement Tool = P--IndexIndex
–– Target = Low PTarget = Low P--index rating or medium rating index rating or medium rating 

with appropriate mitigation practices)with appropriate mitigation practices)
–– Units = Non Measurable (index level)Units = Non Measurable (index level)





Resource Issues????Resource Issues????





Conservation SystemConservation System





PRS  OverviewPRS  Overview
PurposePurpose provide the link between the dayprovide the link between the day--toto--day day 
activities on the landscape and the agency’s longactivities on the landscape and the agency’s long--term term 
strategic objectives (tied to agency and state specific strategic objectives (tied to agency and state specific 
goals!!!)goals!!!)
Data QualityData Quality Regular review of performance data by Regular review of performance data by 
users and oversight staff throughout the year users and oversight staff throughout the year 
Data Entry PointsData Entry Points appropriate automated business appropriate automated business 
tools, Customer Service Toolkit, ProTracts, or POINTS tools, Customer Service Toolkit, ProTracts, or POINTS 
Reporting FrequencyReporting Frequency is automatic for performance is automatic for performance 
data harvested from the automated business tools. data harvested from the automated business tools. 
Some items must be entered using PRS screens or Some items must be entered using PRS screens or 
program tracking business toolsprogram tracking business tools
Performance Measures (Qualitative)Performance Measures (Qualitative)











Measure: 2.10: Land with conservation Measure: 2.10: Land with conservation 
applied to improve water quality, acresapplied to improve water quality, acres

DefinitionDefinition::
–– Land on which at least one selected conservation practice to Land on which at least one selected conservation practice to 

improve water quality has been applied during the fiscal yearimprove water quality has been applied during the fiscal year
–– All land uses are eligible.All land uses are eligible.
–– Performance is reported in acresPerformance is reported in acres

Strategic Plan OutcomeStrategic Plan Outcome
–– The quality of surface waters and ground water is improved and The quality of surface waters and ground water is improved and 

maintained to protect human health, support a healthy maintained to protect human health, support a healthy 
environment, and encourage a productive landscape. environment, and encourage a productive landscape. 

Selected conservation practices:Selected conservation practices:
–– Appropriate practices that provide benefits are creditedAppropriate practices that provide benefits are credited
–– Multiple practices applied are given more credit than single oneMultiple practices applied are given more credit than single one’s’s
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