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Action Plan:
Kansas Healthy Yards and Communities

2011-2012

Strategic Opportunities Addressed:
Sustain Profitable Agricultural Production Systems
Enhance Effective Decision-Making Regarding Environmental Stewardship

Situation:
The recently published 2006 Kansas Horticulture Survey shows that the horticulture industry added more than
$1 billion in sales and expenditures to the Kansas economy during 2006, nearly double the impact shown by the
last survey done in 2000.
"Nearly every sector of the horticulture industry showed consistent growth between 2000 and 2006," said
Kansas Secretary of Agriculture Adrian Polansky. "Clearly, horticulture plays a significant role in the Kansas
economy and in our state's agricultural landscape."
More than 788,000 acres in Kansas are involved in horticulture activities, more than double the 354,000 acres
reported in 2000. Turf installation and maintenance expenditures at golf courses, airports, health care facilities,
schools, parks, athletic fields, racetracks, households and roadsides was nearly $409 million in 2006.
Over 70 million tons of fertilizers and pesticides are applied to residential lawns and gardens annually across
the U.S. (U.S. National Wildlife Federation). Only 41 percent of Americans have any idea about what the term
watershed means and just 22 percent know that storm water runoff is the most common source of pollution of
streams, rivers, and oceans (Roper survey, EPA).
Kansans are in need of becoming more educated about best management practices, conservation of natural
resources, waste management, integrated pest management, and identification and selection of proper plant
materials for healthy people, plants, and the environment.
Extension and research will be involved in supporting horticultural industries with technical support, solving
developing problems, maintaining educational outreach programs, and encouraging horticultural industry
growth and modification to meet changing clientele needs.

Outcomes:
Short-Term:
*Participants will increase their awareness of the impact of yard waste, fertilizers, pesticides and other
pollutants into the storm drainage system.
*Participants will increase their knowledge of and motivation to use Best Management Practices, i.e., proper
plant selection, watering, fertilizing, managing pests, mulching, mowing, building and maintaining a healthy
soil.

Evaluation Questions:
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Have participants increased their awareness of the impact of yard waste, fertilizers, pesticides and other
pollutant on the storm drainage system?
Have participants increased their knowledge of and motivation to use Best Management Practices for the lawns
and landscapes?

Medium-Term:
*Participants will reduce unnecessary inputs in lawn and landscape management in the form of labor and time,
irrigation water, money, fertilizers, and pesticides.
*Homeowner participants practice good soil management by testing their soil every 3 to 5 years.
Evaluation Questions:
Have participants made efforts to reduce unnecessary inputs in their lawn and landscape management?
Do homeowner participants test their soil?

Long-Term:
*Kansans have yards and communities that enhance our quality of life through earth-friendly practices.
*Kansans maintain and improve water quality by reducing non-point source pollution from the lawn and
landscape.

Evaluation Questions:
Do Kansans demonstrate earth-friendly practices in their yards and communities?
Have Kansans reduced non-point source pollution in lawns and landscapes?

Outputs:
Outputs - Participants - who is the target audience
•
•
•
•

Homeowners
Extension Master Gardener volunteers
Municipalities – schools, parks, etc.
Horticulture Industry – nurseries, garden centers, market gardeners, lawn care operators, etc.

Outputs - Activities - what will you do to carry out the program
•
•
•
•

Brochures and publications – i.e. Healthy Yards self-assessment
Web Site
Educational programs for homeowners, industry, and volunteers
News releases
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Plan Contacts:
Boyer, Cheryl - Assistant Professor , Horticulture, Forestry, and Recreation Resources
Smith, Jennifer - County Extension Agent , Douglas County Extension

