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The rabbit project is ideal for both rural and 
urban youth, as well as all age groups. Rabbits 
are a good beginning project because they adapt 
to many different environments, require a small 
investment, and teach responsibility.  It is best to 
enroll in the fall to prepare for receiving your first 
rabbit. 

RabbitsRabbits



leadership opportunities
The rabbit project will provide on-the-job training for future 
careers, as well as opportunities to be a junior leader, judging 
team member, project leader, and a member of the American 
Rabbit Breeders Association (ARBA). 

community service
It is important for all 4-H members to give back to their commu-
nities by helping others. Rabbit project members can help others 
learn about food and fiber production, and show how rabbit 
producers protect the environment. They might also provide 
rabbits for under-developed countries or share their rabbits with 
other youth groups.   

recognition
Rabbit project members have many opportunities to participate 
in project meetings, judging contests, clinics, skill-a-thons, tours, 
presentation contests, field trips, and local and state 
shows. Several county and state recognitions are pos-
sible achievements for members.

things to learn or do in the project
Ages 7-9 

•	 	Learn the parts of a rabbit 
•	 Identify main breeds of rabbits 
•	 	Learn good feeding and watering practices 
•	 	Learn to groom and show a rabbit 

Ages 10-13 
•	 Learn how to manage and care for rabbits
•	 Learn how to make a nest box
•	 Learn to care for newborn rabbits (kits)
•	 Judge best rabbits for showing 

  
Ages 14 and older 

•	 Learn to conduct a skill-a-thon
•	 Learn how to balance a ration 
•	 Learn breeding, genetics, culling, and determining 

pregnancy 
•	 Practice best marketing procedures 

  

project support
Parents are the first line of support, as they help members 
learn how to feed, care for, and groom rabbits for showing. 
Local club leaders provide places for project meetings, judging 
activities, and other educational activities. The local K-State 
Research and Extension office will assist with acquiring the 
appropriate manuals, while other project resources may be 
found at www.kansas4h.org under Project List/Kansas 4-H 
Curriculum Guide. 

cost 
The Kansas 4-H program has no membership dues, but the 
member and the family are responsible for the purchase of ani-
mals, feed, health care, housing, equipment, and show fees. 
 
Borrowing money from a financial institution may be necessary 
and will provide an excellent learning experience in financing 
a project. 
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