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A History of the Fort Hays (Kansas) Branch 
Experiment Station 1901-19621 

by 

Leland E.  Call² and Louis C. Aicher³ 

The Fort Hays Branch of the fitness of new methods appli- 
the Kansas Agricultural Ex- cable to  these higher altitudes and 

periment Station was estab- the Agricultural College of the 
limited rainfall cannot be made a t  

lished in 1901. It was made state;  and 
possible by a gift of land from WHEREAS, The Fort  Hays mili- 
the United States Government tary reservation, a t  an altitude of 

2 0 0 0  feet above sea-level, contains 
to the State of Kansas. The  a valuable body of native timber 
land was a part of the Fort that  should be preserved to pos- 
H a y s Military Reservation. terity, and the land of said reserva- 
The reservation, no longer tion is admirably adapted for  such 
needed for military purposes, required in the  premises; and 

experiments in agriculture a s  are  

was turned over by the Army WHEREAS, The buildings upon 
to the United States Depart- said military reservation, formerly 
ment of the Interior, October used as  residences for officers and 

their families, barracks for troops, 

the Act of July 5, 1884. 
22, 1889, for disposal under  storehouses, etc.,  a re  large and 

commodious, but cannot be moved 
without destruction of their value, 

LEGISLATIVE but in their position a re  of great 
value, and could be used, with lit- 

In 1889 the Secretary Of the poses of a branch of the State Nor- 
tle additional repairs, for the pur- 

Interior directed the suspen- mal School; and 
sion of action on this reserva- branch of the State Normal School 

WHEREAS, The location of a 
tion to await the action of a t  this place would be central and 
Congress in regard to it. In convenient for the whole of the 
February, 1895, Representa- north half of the s tate ;  and 
tive Jno. Schlyer of Ellis reservation has long since been 

WHEREAS, The said military 

county introduced a resolution abandoned by the  United States 
in the House of Representa- government as a military post; 
tives of the Kansas Legisla- now, therefore, be it 
ture which was adopted and sentatives of the state of Kansas, 

Resolved, by the house of repre- 
concurred in by the Senate, the senate concurring therein, That 
February 8 ,  1895, as follows: our senators and representatives in 

"WHEREAS, The experience of Congress a re  hereby requested to 
the settlers upon the plains of west- secure the  passage of a n  act of 
ern Kansas, covering a period of 
more than twenty years, has demon- 
strated conclusively t h a t  agricul- 
ture  cannot be pursued with profit 
under existing natural conditions, 
and tha t  artificial means and meth- 
ods must be substituted therefor; 
and 

WHEREAS, The tests and ex- 
periments required to determine 

AUTHORIZATION 
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Congress donating the said Fort 
Hays military reservation to the 
state of Kansas for the following 
public purposes: ( 1 )  For a west- 
ern branch of the Kansas Agricul- 
tural College; ( 2 )  for a western 
branch of the Kansas State Normal 
Institute; ( 3 )  for a public park. 

Resolved, further, That the sec- 
retary of state is hereby instructed 
to transmit a copy of these resolu- 
tions to the president of the United 
States senate, the speaker of the 
house of representatives, and to 
each senator and representative in 
Congress from the state of Kan- 
sas.” (1 )  

On Saturday, February 23, 
1895,  a copy of said concurrent 
resolution was laid before the 
Senate of the United States by 
the Vice-president. It was re- 
ferred to the Committee on 
Public Lands and accepted by 
Senate Bill 2799  introduced by 
Senator Martin; it reads as 
follows: 

“Be it enacted, etc.: That the 
abandoned Fort Hays military res- 
ervation and all the improvements 
thereon, situated in the state of 
Kansas, be and the same is hereby 
granted to said state, upon the con- 
ditions that said state shall estab- 
lish and m a i n t a i n perpetually 

the Kansas Agricultural College; 
thereon, first, a western branch of 

second, a western branch of the 
Kansas State Normal Institute, and 
that in connection therewith the 
said reservation shall be used and 

maintained as a public park; pro- 
vided, that said state shall, within 
five years from and after the pas- 
sage o f  this act, accept this grant 
and shall by proper legislative ac- 
tion establish on said reservation 
western branches of the Kansas 
Agricultural College and the Kan- 
sas State Normal Institute; and 
whenever the lands shall cease to 
be used by said state for the pur- 

shall revert to the United States.” 
poses herein mentioned the same 

( 2 )  
This bill passed the Senate 

February 26 and the House 
March 2, 1895. Congress ad- 
journed March 4 and the bill 
failed to receive the Presi- 
dent’s signature. 

In view of the passage of 
Senate Bill 2799,  the district 
land officers were advised by 
telegram dated March 22,1895, 
that said lands were with- 
drawn from settlement and 
entry to give opportunity for 
further legislation. 

A bill similar to No. 2799  
was introduced in the 54th 
Congress and reported favor- 
ably to the House of Repre- 
sentatives by Mr. Charles Cur- 
tis from the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

This bill did not become a 
law, although again reported 
favorably by the second ses- 
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sion of the 54th Congress. A 
similar bill was introduced in 
the 55th Congress and passed 
the Senate but did not come 
up in the House. It was again 
introduced in the 56th Con- 
gress, in the Senate by Senator 
Harris, and in the House by 
Congressman Reeder, and be- 
came a law March 2 8 ,  1900. 
As finally passed it reads as 
follows: 

“A  BILL granting to the s tate  
of Kansas the abandoned Fort  Hays 
military reservation in said state, 
for the purpose of establishing a n  
experimental station of the  Kansas 
Agricultural College and a western 
branch of the Kansas State  Normal 
School thereon, and a public park. 

Be it  enacted, That  the aban- 
doned For t  Hays reservation, and 
all improvements thereon, situated 
i n  the  state of Kansas, be and the  
same is hereby granted to said 

s tate  shall establish and maintain 
state upon the conditions that  said 

mental station of the  Kansas Agri- 
perpetually thereon, (1) an experi- 

cultural College, and ( 2 )  a western 
branch of the Kansas State Normal 

therewith, the said reservation shall 
School, and that ,  in connection 

be used and maintained as  a public 
park ;  provided, tha t  said s tate  
shall, within five years from and 

this grant,  and shall,  by proper 
after passage of this act, accept 

legislative action, establish on said 
reservation a n  experiment station 
of the Kansas Agricultural College, 
and a western branch of the Kan- 
sas State Normal School; and when- 
ever the lands shall cease to  be 

herein mentioned, the same shall 
used by said s tate  for the  purposes 

vided fur ther ,  tha t  the provisions 
revert to  the United States; pro- 

of this act shall not apply to  any 
t ract  or tracts within the  limits of 
said reservation to which valid 
claims have attached by  settlement 
or otherwise under any public-land 
laws of the United States.” ( 3 )  

Acting under this law the 
1901 session of the Kansas 
Legislature passed the follow- 
ing joint resolution : 

“SECTION 1. That  the  s tate  of 
Kansas hereby accepts from the 
United States the abandoned Fort  
Hays military reservation, as  pro- 
vided in a n  act of Congress relating 
thereto, approved March 2 7 ,  1 9 0 0 .  

SECTION 2 .  That  the provisions 
of the act of Congress, ‘An act 
granting to the s tate  of Kansas 
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the abandoned For t  Hays military 

purpose of establishing a n  experi- 
reservation, in said state, for the 

mental station of the Kansas Agri- 
cultural College and a western 
branch of the  Kansas State Normal 
School thereon and a public park,’ 
a p p r o v e d  March 2 7 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  a re  
hereby accepted by the s tate  of 
Kansas. 

SECTION 3. That  upon the ap- 
proval of this act by the governor, 
he is requested to  transmit a certi- 

tary of the  interior of the  United 
fied copy of the  same to the  secre- 

States. 
Approved February 7 ,  1 9 0 1 .  
Copy transmitted to  secretary of 

interior February 7 ,  1 9 0 1 . ”  ( 4 )  
The L e g i s l a t u r e  of 1901 

passed an act in respect to the 
division of the reservation, 
making appropriations for the 
branch station and the branch 
normal school. This act reads 
as follows : 

of the State of Kansas: 
“Be it enacted by the Legislature 

SECTION 1. The board of re- 
gents of the  State Agricultural Col- 
lege and of the State Normal 

authorized to locate and establish 
School, respectively, a re  hereby 

Agricultural College and a branch 
a n  experimental station of the  State 

School on the Fort  Hays military 
or  auxiliary of the State Normal 

reservation. 

SECTION 2 .  The following-de- 
scribed tracts of land lying within 
the limits of the reservation afore- 
said, to wit: Section 36 ,  township 
1 3  south, range 1 9  west; section 
31,  township 1 3  south, range 18 
west: section 1, township 1 4  south, 
range 1 9  west; sections 6 and 8 ,  
the  east half of section 7,  the  north 
half of section 17 ,  and the north- 
east quarter of section 1 8 ,  all in 
township 1 4  south, range 18  west, 
a re  hereby placed under the direc- 
tion o f  the  regents of the State 
Normal School. I t  shall be their 
duty to lease o r  rent the said lands 
to the  best advantage, and all mon- 

lands shall be collected by the re- 
eys derived from rents for such 

gents aforesaid, who shall deposit 
the same with the  treasurer of the 
board, to be expended by the said 
board of regents for the equipment 
and maintenance of said auxiliary 
of the State Normal School. 

SECTION 3. All the remaining 
lands of the  reservation aforesaid 
a re  hereby placed under the direc- 
tion of the board of regents of the 
State Agricultural College, except 
the north hal l  of section 5 ,  town- 

with the buildings thereon, shall 
ship 1 4  south, range 1 8  west, which 

be used jointly as  may be deter- 
mined by the  boards of regents of 
the institutions aforesaid, 

SECTION 4 .  The said board of 

shall employ a principal and such 
regents of the State Normal School 

assistant teachers and janitors a s  
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the needs of the school may de- 
mand;  shall prescribe the course 
of study, not extending over more 
than two years, conditions of ad- 
mission, and such other regulations 
as  may be required for its success- 
ful conduct; provided, that  such 

such branches as  may prepare pu- 
course of study shall embrace only 

pils for the advanced academic and 
professional work provided a t  the 
State Normal School a t  Emporia. 

SECTION 5 .  All persons meeting 
the requirements for admission 
prescribed by the board of regents 
shall be admitted to said school; 
and on declaring their intention to 
fit themselves to  teach in the  
schools of Kansas shall be exempt 

lation fee, which the board of re- 
from all fees, save a small matricu- 

gents may require. Students not 
intending to teach may be charged 

of the board. 
a reasonable fee, a t  the discretion 

SECTION 6. Any person of good 
moral character over sixteen years 
of age, having been in actual a t-  
tendance at least twenty weeks a t  
the above-named school, and hav- 
ing completed the course of study 
prescribed by the said board of 
regents, shall be awarded a certifi- 
cate which shall be a legal certifi- 
cate to  teach in any of the public 
schools of the  state except high 
schools, and good for one year. 
Said certificate shall also admit the  
holder to the third year’s work a t  
the  State Normal School at Em- 
poria without examination. 

SECTION 7 .  The president of the  
State Normal School shall be presi- 
dent of said auxiliary normal 
school, with such duties and re- 
sponsibilities as  the  board of re- 
gents may determine. 

SECTION 8. The sum of $ 7 , 0 0 0  
is hereby appropriated for the fis- 

the sum of $5,000 for the fiscal 
cal year ending June  30, 1902, and 

year ending June  30, 1903, is 
hereby appropriated, for the  cur- 

said auxiliary normal school, the  
rent expenses and improvements of 

said amounts to be expended under 
the  direction of the board of re- 
gents of the State Normal School. 

SECTION 9 .  The board of re- 
gents of the State Agricultural Col- 

lege is hereby authorized to locate 
and establish on the reservation 
aforesaid an experimental station 
of the Agricultural College, and 
shall adopt such measures as  may 
be necessary to  place the same in 
successful operation and to preserve 
the land upon which the  native 
timber is now growing as  a public 
park. 

SECTION 1 0 .  To carry ou t  the 
provisions of section 9 of this act,  
the sum of $3,000 is hereby appro- 
priated for the fiscal year ending 
June  30, 1 9 0 2 ,  and $3,000 for the 
fiscal year ending June  3 0 ,  1 9 0 3 .  

SECTION 11. All sums of money 
payable out of the appropriations 
specified in section 8 of this act 
shall be upon vouchers approved 
by the  board of regents of the  State 
Normal School; and all sums pay- 
able out of the appropriations spec- 

vouchers approved by the board of 
ified in Section 1 0  shall be upon 

regents of the  State Agricultural 
College. 

SECTION 1 2 .  The auditor of 
s ta te  is hereby authorized to draw 
his warrants on the treasurer of 
s ta te  for the  several sums and pur- 

verified vouchers approved by the 
poses specified in this act upon 

mal School or the State Agricul- 
board of regents of the State Nor- 

tural  College; provided, tha t  no 
portion of the money appropriated 
in this act shall be expended by t h e  
board of regents until the  attorney 
general of the  s tate  of Kansas shall 
first notify the governor and the 
board of regents that  the  title to  
the  land in said reservation is un- 
impaired, and the land is available 
under the  terms of the act of Con- 
gress ceding said reservation to the 
state. 

SECTION 1 3 .  This act shall take 
effect and be in force from and 
af ter  its publication in the official 
s ta te  paper. 

Approved February 2 6 ,  1901 
Published in official State paper, 
March 1, 1 9 0 1 . ”  ( 5 )  

During the time the reser- 
vation was supposed to be 
open for settlement, some of 
the land was filed upon and 
occupied by settlers. When 
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the state accepted the reserva- The matter was finally settled 
tion these claims constituted  by the Board of Regents executing 

a flaw in the title, although them to remain on the land from 
leases to the claimants to permit 

deeds to the land had not been three to five years in consideration 
granted. of which all future claim was re- 

The regents taking cogni- linquished. 

zance of this situation on April 
4, 1901, passed the following DIVISION OF LAND 
resolution : The military reservation as 

“Moved by Regent Stewart to acquired by the state contained 
adopt the following resolution: an area of about 7,200 acres. 
Whereas the Legislature at its re- The area was divided by legis- 
cent session passed an act accept- lative act between the experi- 
ing from the United States the 
tract of land known as the Fort ment station and the normal
Hays Military Reservation and school as follows: five and 
whereas the grant of said land t o  three-fourths sections located 
the state of Kansas provides that principally on the north and 
it should be utilized by the State west parts of the reservation  
Normal School and the Agricul- 
tural College and whereas the act to the normal school, one-half 
of acceptance provides that no section on which the fort 
money shall be expended on said buildings were located to be 
land until the attorney general used as determined by the shall find that the state can have a 
good title to all of said land and Boards of  Regents of  the two  
whereas it has come to be knowl- institutions, and the rest of
edge of this board that a consider- 
able portion of said land is held 
and claimed by private parties and 

nection with the attorney general 
that the citizens of Hays in con- 

are now endeavoring to secure the 
relinquishment of the present claim- 
ants on said land, therefore be it 
resolved that a committee of four 
be appointed from the board with 
direction to call upon the attorney 

with him it shall be deemed best 
general and if after consultation 

shall meet with the regents of the 
State Normal School at Hays next 
week and act in concert with them 
and assist the citizens there in se- 

said reservation lands, but under 
curing the release of the claims on 

no circumstances shall any ar- 
rangements be made whereby funds 
of this college or the state of Kan- 
sas shall be used for securing said 
releases or for making any improve- 
ments on said land until such time 
as the title of all such land shall 
be vested in the state. Moved by 
Regent Satterthwaite that the com- 
mittee consist of Regents McDowell, 
Coburn, Stewart and Fairchild. 
Amendment carried. Resolution as 
amended carried.” ( 6 )  

the reservation to the experi- 
ment station. 

The area acquired by the 
Station has usually been re- 
ported as about 3,600 acres.4 
The station land was located 
on the east and south sides of 
the reservation. It embraces 
about 1,400 acres of bottom- 
land along both sides of Big 
Creek plus gently rolling up- 
land, nearly all tillable and 
highly productive. 

One of the o b l i g a t i o n s  
placed on the Experiment Sta- 
tion by the Legislature when 
the Station was authorized 
was “to preserve the land upon 
which the native timber is 
now growing, as a public 
park.” (7) 
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When the reservation was 
acquired by the state some ex- 
cellent timber was growing 
along Big Creek. This timber 
was the more conspicuous be- 
cause the creek banks outside 
the reservation had been de- 
nuded of all tree growth to 
provide fuel for the fort. Not 
only was the native timber 
protected, but forest trees 
were planted on additional 
creek bottomland, even during 
the first year of the operation 
of the station. 

FRONTIER HISTORICAL 
PARK 

The congressional act gave 
the abandoned Fort Hays Mili- 
tary Reservation to the state 
of Kansas for: first, an experi- 
ment station of the Kansas 
Agricultural College; second, 
a western branch of the Kan- 
sas State Normal School; and 
third, a public park. (8) 

Responsibility for develop- 

ment and maintenance of the 
park fell to the experiment 
station. The first step was 
taken in 1905 when 43 acres 
of land along Big Creek, where 
the timber had been spared, 
was set apart for park pur- 
poses. The Station graded the 
drives, erected gates and 
fences, and set out about 2,500 
additional trees. About 25 
acres were planted to young 
trees as an addition to the 
park. The trees set out at this 
time grew well. In 1913 it 
was reported that the growth 
and vigor of deciduous trees 
planted in the state park in 
1905 were good and ranked in 
this order: redbud, bur oak, 
black walnut, honey locust, 
coffee bean, white elm, hack- 
berry, persimmon, green ash, 
Russian mulberry, Russian 
olive, red elm, poplar, cotton- 
wood, and soft maple. 

A grove of Chinese elm 
planted in 1925 west of the 
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highway leading to the city later became
a part of the park. Most of these Chinese
elm trees escaped serious damage from
the Armistice Day
freeze in 1940 and they now constitute
an attractive area of the park.
     About 1920 the citizens of Hays
became interested in developing a golf
course as a part of the state park. This
resulted in the Station’s leasing 40 acres
of its grassland to local citizens for this
purpose.  This area adjoined the park on
the southwest side. Later an additional
area of about 20 acres was added. The
Station did not assume the responsibility
and expense of maintaining the golf
course, this being done by an
organization of local citizens.
In 1931 legislation was enacted creating
the state park at Hays. The Legislature of
1931 passed House Bill No. 626 which
reads in part:
    “An act relating to and creating the
Kansas Frontier Historical Park on the
Fort Hays Military Reservation, to be
designated and set aside by the State
Board of Regents and making
appropriation for the preservation and
upkeep of same. Be it enacted by the
Legislature of the State of Kansas.

    SECTION 1. The State Board of
Regents shall designate and set aside for
park purposes that portion of the Fort
Hays Military Reservation which was
the site of the buildings of old Fort Hays,
together with the remaining buildings of
said fort and such other portions of said
reservations as the Board may deem to
be of particular historical interest of
which, in the judgment of said Board,
may be favorably situated and well
adapted for park purposes, . . . and said
Board shall within six months from the

effective date of this resolution designate
the boundaries of such portions of said
reservation so set aside for park
purposes.

SECTION 2. The portion of said
reservation so set aside and designated
by the Board of Regents for park
purposes, together with a strip of ground
along Big Creek in Sec. 4, T14, R18,
which has been set aside for park
purposes, shall be known as Kansas
Frontier Historical Park in the Fort Hays
Military Reservation, and said park shall
at all times be subject to the State Board
of Regents, but the general supervision
and control of active custody and
management thereof shall be vested in a
Board of Managers, consisting of the
chairman of the State Board of Regents,
the secretary of the State Historical
Society, the President of Kansas State
Agricultural College, the Fort Hays
Teachers College at Hays, Kansas, and a
fifth member appointed by the governor.
Said Board of Managers may, subject to
revision by the State Board of Regents,
make all proper and needful rules and
regulations for the use, preservation,
improvement, control and maintenance
of said park and ground and buildings
thereon, and or any portion thereof, a s is
not may permit such use of the grounds
inconsistent with this act or with the
purpose for which said grounds have
been set aside.” (9 )
     The act also carried an appropriation
of $500 for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1932. Over 120 acres were taken for
the Frontier Historical Park in addition
to the
43 acres previously designated for park
purposes. A legal description of the park
as established at this time is given in the
1931 report of the Hays Station. (10)
At the time of the establishment of the
Park Board the care of the park was
transferred to it from the Station.


