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Video of the Week: Protecting Roses for the Winter

UPCOMING EVENTS
Kansas Turfgrass Conference
The 63rd Annual Kansas Turfgrass Conference will be held December 3, 4 & 5 at the Kansas
Expocentre in Topeka. The conference is an excellent way to learn about turf and landscape
management, visit with old friends, network with new ones, and see all the latest and greatest
equipment and supplies from local and national vendors.
The conference has been approved for Commercial pesticide recertification hours:
1 Core hour
3A - 7 hours
3B - 8 hours
International Society of Arboriculture CEUS and GCSAA education points will also be available
by attending the conference.
To register online, go to www.kansasturfconference.eventbrite.com A discounted rate to attend
is available if you register by November 18.

FLOWERS
Fall Care of Peonies
Cut peony foliage back to the ground if it hasn’t
been done already. Compost or discard foliage.
Fertilize peonies twice a year — in the spring
shortly before new growth appears and then again
in the fall after the plants have been cut back. A
total of 1.5 to 2 ounces (3 to 4 tablespoons) of a
1-1-1 fertilizer such as a 10-10-10 or 13-13-13 per
plant per application should be used. This amounts
to 3 to 4 ounces of fertilizer per year. If a soil test
reveals adequate levels of phosphorus and
potassium, use a lawn fertilizer such as a 29-5-4,

27-3-3 or something similar, but cut the rate to 1/3 of the above rate. In other words apply ½ to
3/4 ounce (1 to 1.5 tablespoons) per plant. Never apply fertilizer directly on the center of the
peony as the buds (eyes) may be damaged. Rather, place the fertilizer in a band from 8 to 18
inches from the center of the plant. Water the fertilizer in so the plant can take it up.
Winter protection of herbaceous peonies is only necessary the first winter after planting to
prevent alternate freezing and thawing from lifting plants out of the soil. A couple of inches of
mulch should be sufficient. Any organic material that does not mat down will work and should
be applied after the ground freezes. Avoid using leaves that will mat together. Remove the
covering before growth begins in the spring.
The less common tree peonies have woody stems like deciduous shrubs and should not be cut
back to the ground or pruned in the fall. Collect the shed leaves and place in the compost pile
this fall. Though tree peonies are hardy to Zone 4, they do benefit from a light mulching over
winter. Also, it is recommended that tree peonies be fertilized during November to get the plants
off to a good start next spring. It is best to take a soil test to see what nutrients are needed. If the
soil needs phosphorus and potassium, use a complete fertilizer (such as 10-10-10, 9-9-6, etc.) at
the rate of 2.5 pounds per 100 square feet. This would equal 1 rounded teaspoon per square foot.
If phosphorus and potassium are not needed, blood meal makes an excellent fertilizer.
Apply at the rate of 2 pounds per 100 square feet or 1 teaspoon per square foot. Turf fertilizers
such as a 27-3-3 or 30-3-3 also can be used but at the rate of to 1 pound per 100 square feet or 1
teaspoon per 2 square feet. (Ward Upham)
Winterizing Roses
Though most shrub roses are hardy in Kansas,
other types of roses can be more tender. For
example, the hybrid teas have certain species in
their ancestry that originated in the warm climate
of southern China. These roses need protection to
reliably survive Kansas winters.
Mound soil or compost about 8 to 10 inches high
around each plant. If using soil, bring it in from
another part of the garden. Do not pull it from
between plants because this can damage the rose
roots or make them more susceptible to cold.
Mounding is normally finished by Thanksgiving. After the ground has frozen, add a 4-inch
mulch of straw, leaves or hay for further protection. More soil may be spread on top of the
mulch to keep it in place. Do not add the mulch before the ground freezes or mice may invade
and feed on the roses over the winter. The purpose of these coverings is not only to moderate the
cold, but also to prevent warm days during the winter or early spring from stimulating growth
that is tender to returning cold weather.
Excessively tall canes should be pruned to a height of 36 inches and tied together to prevent
them from being whipped by strong winter winds. Wind can damage the crown of the plant or

loosen the surrounding soil. Next spring, remove coverings before new growth starts. Wait until
after the ground thaws, or the tops may begin growing before the roots can provide water. (Ward
Upham)

ORNAMENTALS
What is the “Wild” Shrub with the Bright Red Berries?
People in the eastern third of the state have been
reporting shrubs with bright red berries growing
wild. The berries are clustered around the stem and
the leaves are still a bright green color. These are
likely one of two species of bush honeysuckle,
(Amur or Tartarian), which can get 6-20 feet tall.
This landscape shrub has become a serious
understory invasive throughout the Midwest from
eastern Kansas to Ohio. Many states have it on
their noxious weeds list. All of our native
honeysuckles are vines, similar to the vining
Japanese honeysuckle. Bush honeysuckles are also noticeable in the spring as they put out
leaves much earlier than most other trees and shrubs. Leaves also stay green much later into the
fall. This long growing season gives it a competitive advantage over other native species, and the
vigorous growth can take over a woodland understory, reducing the number of native woodland
wildflowers and other shrubs. If you want to promote native species on your property, then
controlling bush honeysuckles is needed. Honeysuckle seedlings can be readily hand pulled
when the soil is damp. Chemical control is needed for larger infestations, as cutting alone results
in vigorous resprouting. Foliar applications of glyphosate (i.e., Roundup) in late summer and fall
works well as does applications of Crossbow (2,4-D + triclopyr). Treating cut stumps with
Tordon RTU (picloram), or concentrated (20% - 50%) glyphosate is also quite effective. Several
studies have shown basal spraying with triclopyr (Garlon) not to be effective, while basal
applications with 2,4-D or picloram products work well, using an oil carrier to penetrate the
bark. Please follow all label instructions when using pesticides. (Charlie Barden and Ward
Upham)

TURFGRASS
Knotweed Control
Knotweed thrives in compacted soils, so a
thorough aeration is the first step in control. This
weed will not compete in a healthy lawn.
Chemically, there are two options. Knotweed is an
annual that germinates in late February or early
March, so a preemergence herbicide can be used in
the late fall (about now). Pendimethalin (Scotts
Halts), Surflan (Weed Impede), Barricade,

Dimension and XL are labeled for knotweed. (Note: Pendimethalin, Barricade and Dimension
can be used on all Kansas turfgrasses, whileSurflan and XL can only be used on tall fescue and
warm-season grasses). The other option is to use a combination postemergence product such as
Trimec, Weed-Out, Weed-B-Gon or Weed Free Zone after the knotweed has germinated in the
spring but is still young.
If spring seeding is planned, your options are more limited. Buctril can be used on commercial
sites and has a very short residual. It must be used on very young knotweed to get control.
Trimec and others require a month before seeding. Obviously, don't use a preemergence
herbicide if you are trying to get new seed established. For homeowners seeding in the spring,
tilling will control knotweed adequately without using a herbicide. If seeding without tilling
(e.g., overseeding using a slicer-seeder), then use a combination product such as one mentioned
above just after the knotweed comes up in the spring, and be sure to wait at least a month before
seeding. (Ward Upham)

VEGETABLES
Soil Prep Now for Peas Next Spring
Peas can be planted earlier than just about any
other vegetable crop because they can grow well at
a soil temperature of 40 degrees. Though other
crops such as lettuce, parsnips and spinach can
sprout at lower temperatures (35 degrees), they
don’t start growing well until the soil reaches
about 45 degrees. However, soils are often too wet
to work in the spring. Let’s hope that is true this
coming year as we need the moisture. Therefore,
you may wish to prepare the soil now rather than
next spring so that planting can take place as early
as possible even if those spring soils are wet. Wait until soil temperatures reach 40 degrees next
spring and sprinkle the seeds on the soil and push them in with your finger. Protection from
rabbits and deer will probably be needed as they will be attracted to anything green coming up so
early. (Ward Upham)
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