KELP 2012: Webinar 1 via Adobe Connect

SPEAKER BIOS

Elizabeth Smith: KDHE Environmental Scientist (Technical Services Section)
Elizabeth Smith was hired by KDHE’s Bureau of Environmental Field Services in 2005 to help establish
the Probabilistic Stream Monitoring Program, and in 2010 she became program manager. Her time is
divided about equally among the field, the office, and the laboratory. The goal of the program is to
provide an integrated and unbiased baseline assessment of water quality for Kansas streams and rivers,
based on chemistry, aquatic life, and habitat.
Elizabeth received her BS in Biological Sciences and her PhD in Entomology from the University of
Kansas; she has done entomology research in Costa Rica and Mexico as well as in the US. While at KU,
Elizabeth worked for several years at the Kansas Biological Survey, doing stream survey work and
research; this is what led to her interest in aquatic ecology and her position at KDHE. Elizabeth is a fifthgeneration Kansan and makes her home in Lawrence, where she lives with her son, an unruly vegetable
garden, and an aquarium full of native Kansas fish.
Environmental Scientist
Probabilistic Stream Monitoring Program
Bureau of Environmental Field Services
Kansas Department of Health and Environment
Curtis Building, 1000 SW Jackson St., Ste. 430
Topeka, KS 66612-1367
tel: 785.296.4332
fax: 785.291.3266
email: esmith@kdheks.gov
web: www.kdheks.gov/befs/tech_svcs_section.html

Travis Sieve: KDHE Environmental Scientist (Watershed Management Section)
Travis Sieve came to KDHE Watershed Management Section in the fall of 2010. He is the Clean Water
Neighbor program coordinator as well as the information and education coordinator. For the past year,
Travis has managed various water quality information and education grants as well as developed a public
relations plan for water quality related information. He is a native Kansan, growing up on a farm near
Perry, KS and currently resides in Topeka, KS. In addition, Travis is a KELP 2011 graduate.
Travis graduated from Washburn University (Topeka, KS) with a B.S. in Biology with a concentration on
animal sciences and ecology in 2010 and will finish a Master’s in Business Administration from Baker
University in the September of 2012.
Environmental Scientist
Bureau of Water: Watershed Management Section
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 420
Topeka, KS 66612-1367
tel: 785.296.0051
Fax 785.296.5509
tsieve@kdheks.gov
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